1 With regard to Vitoria and Grotius see Francisco Gómez Robledo, "Le jus cogens international: sa génèse, sa nature, ses fonctions", Recueil des Cours 172 (1981-III), 9, at 23 et seq., 189 fore the end of the Second World War that the development of distinct categories of fundamental rules took place.
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The Charter of the Nuremberg Military Tribunal and the Charter of the United Nations mark the beginning of a new era. Several projects of the International Law Commission (ILC) provide evidence of a change in paradigm, particularly so the Draft Code of Offences against the Peace and Security of Mankind, the codification of the law of treaties and the long-lasting work on state responsibility. 6 The preparation of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties of 1969 (VCLT) and what are today its Articles 53 and 64 induced a debate on peremptory norms of international law (jus cogens) which has influenced decisions of the International Court of Justice. In the Barcelona Traction Case, the Court mentioned for the first time obligations erga omnes. 7 Following the Report on State Responsibility by Special Rapporteur Roberto Ago submitted in 1976, the ILC expressed its opinion on the concept of "international crime" which was widely disputed thereafter. 2) After the end of the Cold War era, this development received new impulses, in particular with respect to State responsibility and international criminal law. As to State responsibility, the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait was followed by an unprecedented involvement of the international community in the procedure of processing compensation claims against an aggressor State. 9 The terms of reparation were sketched out in a Security Council Resolution which functioned as a peace treaty between Iraq and the international community. The United Nations Claims Commission was created as a
